
View and download U.S. Government documents– for FREE.
Follow	 Congressional legislation from a bill to a law and each step in between.

Research 	 Federal regulations.

Explore 	 United States Court Opinions.

View 	 Presidential documents like the State of the Union Addresses, Public Papers of the Presidents  
	 of the U.S., and the U.S. Budget.

Learn 	 about the U.S. Government through the U.S. Government Manual and the Congressional  
	 Directory.

Access 	 U.S. Federal agency documents and publications.

FDsys is…

Free	 Why pay for access to your Government’s information? FDsys is FREE to all users!

Vast	 Study historic and current content.

Precise	 Get precise search results, quickly.

Easy	 Conduct basic or advanced searches, or browse for content.

Advanced	 Sort, filter, and search within search results.

Trustworthy	 Authentic, digitally-signed PDF files are available, ensuring the integrity of the documents.

Dependable	 GPO guarantees permanent public access to all FDsys resources.

Responsive	 Get stuck? Utilize our searchable online Help system at www.gpo.gov/help/index.html  

	 or ask a question at www.gpo.gov/askgpo.

About 50 different resources of Government information are available! 
Learn more about FDsys at http://www.gpo.gov/fdsysinfo/instructional_video.htm.
For more information, visit www.fdsys.gov or contact the U.S. Government Publishing Office:
Toll-Free 866.512.1800, DC Metro 202.512.1800, www.gpo.gov/askgpo
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Basic Search
Perform simple keyword searches or use search operators to construct complex searches in the basic search 
box. FDsys will search over all of its collections to return results that closely relate to your search. Then, use 
filters and other narrowing tools to optimally target your search.

Advanced Search
Using a form, create a customized, advanced search. Specify a date or date range, choose one or several 
collections of Government information in which to search, and apply up to five fields of search criteria for the 
most precise search possible.

Browse
Browse Government publications in four ways: alphabetically by collection, by Congressional Committee, by 
date, and by Government author. The default way to browse is by collection. This tab provides an alphabetical 
list of publications available in FDsys and includes the range of years covered for each collection.

Retrieve By Citation
Retrieve a single document or portion of a publication in PDF format, using a standard citation. Instead 
of performing a search and sorting through search results, pull the exact document you need by using its 
citation for over a dozen different FDsys collections. 

For more help, click on the HELP link at the top of every FDsys page.

Working With Your Search Results

	 Search terms are displayed. 

	 Displays number of results. 

	 Pull down box allows sort of  
search results by relevance,  
date, or alphabetically. 

	 Select how many results display  
per page.

	 Clicking on the blue hyperlink  
takes you to the document. 

	 Information in green describes 
the collection, document, and the 
publication date.  

	 Dark gray text is pulled from the 
document and displays search 
terms in bold.

	 Under ‘Narrow Your Search’ are 
filters to choose to focus search 
results. Add a filter by clicking 
on an option. Remove a filter by 
clicking on the red X.

	 “More Information” allows 
downloads of the document in 
various file formats; access to 
metadata, or information about 
each document; and access to 
“document in context,” to view 
where a document resides in its 
larger publication. 

	

	 For certain collections, only 
the most current information is 
displayed. Click on “Historical 
Editions” to access all years of 
content for your search result. 

	 To further narrow a search, search 
within your search results.

For more information, visit  
www.fdsys.gov or contact the  
U.S. Government Publishing Office
Toll-Free 866.512.1800,  
DC Metro 202.512.1800,  
www.gpo.gov/askgpo
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