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Attached is the Independent Auditor’s Report on the U.S. Government Printing Office’s
(GPO) FY 2012 financial statements. We contracted with the independent certified public
accounting firm of KPMG LLP (KPMGQG) to audit the financial statements of the GPO as of and
for the years ended September 30, 2012 and 2011. The contract required that the audit be
conducted in accordance with generally accepted government auditing standards (GAGAS).

KPMG'’s opinion on GPO’s financial statements is unqualified. KPMG’s consideration of
internal control over financial reporting resulted in a material weakness. A material
weakness is a deficiency, or combination of deficiencies, in internal control, such that there
is a reasonable possibility that a material misstatement of the entity's financial statements
will not be prevented, or detected and corrected on a timely basis. In addition, KPMG
identified one significant deficiency in processing and maintenance of human resource and
payroll information. A significant deficiency is a deficiency, or combination of deficiencies,
in internal control that is less severe than a material weakness, yet important enough to
merit attention by those charged with governance. KPMG made recommendations that
GPO address each of these deficiencies.

The OIG further recommends that management develop a comprehensive corrective action
plan (CAP) to address the material weakness identified during the audit. Appendix A,
"Internal Control over Financial Reporting," of the Chief Financial Officer's Council's
Implementation Guide for OMB Circular A-123, "Management's Responsibility for Internal
Control” explains that a comprehensive CAP lists the detailed actions that agency personnel
must perform to resolve a material weakness. The Guide also describes the basic elements
of a comprehensive CAP as including:

e A summary description of the deficiency.
e The year the deficiency was first identified.
e The targeted corrective action date (the date of management follow-up).
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e The agency official responsible for monitoring progress.

e The indicators, statistics, or metrics used to gauge resolution progress (in
advance of audit follow-up) to validate the resolution of the deficiency.

e The quantifiable target or otherwise qualitative characteristic (e.g., milestone)
that reports how resolution activities are progressing.

While GPO is not required to follow OMB Circular A-123, the Circular is considered
to contain policy related to internal controls that we consider a Federal Government
best practice. CAPs are the mechanism whereby management presents the
procedures the agency will follow to resolve deficiencies.

Recommendation

We recommend the Chief Financial Officer prepare a comprehensive CAP to address
the material weakness identified in the consolidated financial statement audit. The
CAP should include measurable indicators of compliance and resolution to assess
and validate progress throughout the resolution cycle. GPO should closely monitor
and update the CAP periodically.

KPMG is responsible for the attached auditor’s report and the conclusions expressed
in the report. However, in connection with the contract, we reviewed KPMG’s
report and related documentation and inquired of its representatives. Our review,
as differentiated from an audit in accordance with GAGAS, was not intended to
enable us to express, and we do not express, an opinion on GPO’s financial
statements; or conclusions about the effectiveness of internal control; or on GPO'’s
compliance with laws and regulations. Our review disclosed no instances where
KPMG did not comply, in all material respects, with GAGAS requirements.

We appreciate the courtesies extended to KPMG and to our audit staff. If you have
any questions or comments about this report, please do not hesitate to contact me at
(202) 512-0039.

Nudead O @-Q‘m

MICHAEL A. RAPONI
Inspector General

Attachment

cc:

Assistant Public Printer, Operations
General Counsel

Chief Financial Officer
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M KPMG LLP

Suite 12000
1801 K Street, NW
Washington, DC 20006

Independent Auditors® Report

The Public Printer
United States Government Printing Office

Office of the Inspector General
Untied States Government Printing Office:

We have audited the accompanying consolidated balance sheets of the United States Government Printing
Office (GPO) as of September 30, 2012 and 2011, and the related consolidated statements of revenues.
expenses, and changes in retained carnings and cash flows (hereinafier referred to as “consolidated
financial statements™) for the years then ended. The objective of our audits was to express an opinion on
the fair presentation of these consolidated financial statements. In connection with our fiscal year 2012
audit, we also considered GPO’s internal control over financial reporting and tested GPO’s compliance
with certain provisions of applicable laws, regulations, and contracts that could have a direct and material
effect on these consolidated financial statements.

Summary

As stated in our opinion on the consolidated financial statements, we concluded that GPO’s consolidated
financial statements as of and for the years ended September 30, 2012 and 2011, are presented fairly, in all
material respects, in conformity with U.S. generally accepted accounting principles.

Our consideration of internal control over financial reporting resulted in identifying certain deficiencies
that we consider to be a material weakness and other deficiencies that we consider to be a significant
deficiency, as defined in the Internal Control over Financial Reporting section of this report, in the
following areas:

« Controls over Financial Reporting (Material Weakness)
« Processing and Maintenance of Human Resource and Payroll Information (Significant
Deficiency)

The results of our tests of compliance with certain provisions of laws, regulations, and contracts disclosed
no instances of noncompliance or other matters that are required to be reported herein under Government
Auditing Standards, issued by the Comptroller General of the United States.

The following sections discuss our opinion on GPO’s consolidated financial statements; our consideration
of GPO’s internal control over financial reporting; our tests of GPO’s compliance with certain provisions
of applicable laws, regulations, and contracts; and management’s and our responsibilities.

Opinion on the Financial Statements

We have audited the accompanying consolidated balance sheets of the United States Government Printing
Office as of September 30, 2012 and 2011, and the related consolidated statements of revenues, expenses,
and changes in retained earnings and cash flows for the years then ended.

KPMG LLP i a Delaware limted labilty partnersnip,
the US. member fim of KPMG International Cooperative
(KPMG Intamaticnal), & Swiss entity
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In our opinion, the consolidated financial statements referred to above present fairly, in all material
respects, the financial position of the United States Government Printing Office as of September 30, 2012
and 2011, and the results of its operations and its cash flows for the years then ended, in conformity with
U.S. generally accepted accounting principles.

Our audits were conducted for the purpose of forming an opinion on the consolidated financial statements
taken as a whole. The information in the Management’s Discussion and Analysis section is presented for
purposes of additional analysis and is not a required part of the consolidated financial statements. Such
information has not been subjected to the auditing procedures applied in the audits of the consolidated
financial statements, and accordingly, we do not express an opinion or provide any assurance on them.

Internal Control over Financial Reporting

Our consideration of internal control over financial reporting was for the limited purpose described in the
Responsibilities section of this report and was not designed to identify all deficiencies in internal control
over financial reporting that might be deficiencies, significant deficiencies, or material weaknesses and
therefore, there can be no assurance that all deficiencies, significant deficiencies, or material weaknesses
have been identified. However, in our fiscal year 2012 audit, we identified certain deficiencies in internal
control over financial reporting that we consider to be a material weakness and other deficiencies that we
consider to be a significant deficiency.

A deficiency in internal control exists when the design or operation of a control does not allow
management or employees, in the normal course of performing their assigned functions, to prevent, or
detect and correct misstatements on a timely basis. A material weakness is a deficiency, or a combination

of deficiencies, in internal control such that there is a reasonable possibility that a material misstatement of

the entity’s financial statements will not be prevented, or detected and corrected on a timely basis. We
consider the deficiencies described in Exhibit I to be a material weakness.

A significant deficiency is a deficiency, or a combination of deficiencies, in internal control that is less
severe than a material weakness, yet important enough to merit attention by those charged with
governance. We consider the deficiencies described in Exhibit I to be a significant deficiency.

Exhibit [1I presents the status of prior year significant deficiencies.
We noted certain additional matters that we will report to management of GPO in a separate letter.

Compliance and Other Matters

The results of our tests of compliance as described in the Responsibilities section of this report disclosed
no instances of noncompliance or other matters that are required to be reported herein under Government
Auditing Standards.

* ok ok ok ok %k

Responsibilities

Management’s Responsibilities. Management is responsible for the consolidated financial statements:
establishing and maintaining effective internal control; and complying with laws, regulations, and contracts
applicable to GPO.

Auditors’ Responsibilities. Our responsibility is to express an opinion on the fiscal year 2012 and 2011
consolidated financial statements of GPO based on our audits. We conducted our audits in accordance with
auditing standards generally accepted in the United States of America; and the standards applicable to
financial audits contained in Government Auditing Standards, issued by the Comptroller General of the
United States. Those standards require that we plan and perform the audits to obtain reasonable assurance

Keeping America Informed | www.gpo.gov/oig

GPO Form 731A
(R 8-07)



mIna

about whether the consolidated financial statements are free of material misstatement. An audit includes
consideration of internal control over financial reporting as a basis for designing audit procedures that are
appropriate in the circumstances, but not for the purpose of expressing an opinion on the effectiveness of
GPO’s internal control over financial reporting. Accordingly, we express no such opinion.

An audit also includes:

. Examining, on a test basis, evidence supporting the amounts and disclosures in the consolidated
financial statements;

. Assessing the accounting principles used and significant estimates made by management; and
. Evaluating the overall consolidated financial statement presentation.

We believe that our audits provide a reasonable basis for our opinion.

In planning and performing our fiscal year 2012 audit, we considered GPO’s internal control over financial
reporting by obtaining an understanding of GPO’s internal control, determining whether internal controls
had been placed in operation, assessing control risk, and performing tests of controls as a basis for
designing our auditing procedures for the purpose ol expressing our opinion on the consolidated financial
statements, but not for the purpose of expressing an opinion on the effectiveness of GPO’s internal control
over financial reporting. Accordingly, we do not express an opinion on the effectiveness of GPO's internal
control over financial reporting.

As part of obtaining reasonable assurance about whether GPO's fiscal year 2012 consolidated financial
statements are free of material misstatement, we performed tests of GPO's compliance with certain
provisions of laws, regulations, and contracts, noncompliance with which could have a direct and material
effect on the determination of the consolidated financial statement amounts. We limited our tests of
compliance to the provisions described in the preceding sentence, and we did not test compliance with all
laws, regulations, and contracts applicable to GPO. However, providing an opinion on compliance with
laws, regulations, and contracts was not an objective of our audit and, accordingly, we do not express such
an opinion,

GPO’s written responses to the findings identified in our audit and presented in Exhibits [ and II were not
subjected to the auditing procedures applied in the audit of GPO’s consolidated financial statements and,
accordingly, we express no opinion on them.

This report is intended solely for the information and use of GPO’s management, GPO’s Office of
Inspector General, the U.S. Government Accountability Office, and the U.S, Congress and is not intended
to be and should not be used by anyone other than these specified parties.

KPMe LIP

February 25, 2013
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Exhibit I

Fiscal Year 2012 Material Weakness

Controls over Financial Reporting

During fiscal year 2012 (FY12), we noted several matters that highlighted the need for improved
internal controls over financial reporting in all key process areas relating to the preparation,
review and posting of journal entries and the review and approval of account reconciliations. We
also noted that manager and supervisor reviews were not performed timely or at a precision level
that would detect and correct a material misstatement. Collectively, these matters are considered
1o be a material weakness in internal controls over financial reporting. Specifically, we noted the
following:

¢ One accounts payable year end entry for $12.2 million was recorded incorrectly and was not
identified during management’s review, resulting in a $24.4 million misstatement of accounts
payable. In addition. the same entry for $12.2 million was not supported by documentation
but rather $9 million was the correct amount that should have been recorded. Management
subsequently recorded entries to correct the errors as of September 30, 2012 (12-NFR-13).

¢ The year-end salary payable reconciliation was not properly prepared or reviewed as of
September 30, 2012. Specifically, we noted that the original reconciliation provided did not
agree to the general ledger by $5.9 million. Afier bringing this to management’s attention,
we subsequently received three more incorrect reconciliations before receiving one that
agreed to the general ledger within an immaterial difference (12-NFR-12).

*  We selected and tested a sample of 15 advance billing (deferred revenue) transactions and
determined that 12 of the sample items tested, totaling $862,319, were recorded incorrectly as
advanced billings. Because of the results of our audit work, management performed an
analysis of the unbilled accounts receivables and determined further adjustments were
required. The adjustments related to transactions recorded in FY 12 and in prior years. In
summary, management identified overstatements of $5.1 million related to 2012 transactions
and $1.4 million related to prior fiscal years. Management recorded all adjustments in the
FY12 financial statements. The opening balance of advance billings was overstated by
approximately $1.4 million as a result of errors made in prior years. However, we
determined that the consolidated financial statements were not materially misstated as of
September 30, 2011 (12-NFR-16).

e We tested a sample of 35 unbilled accounts receivable transactions recorded in FY 12 totaling
$11,194,359 and determined that:

o 4 transactions totaling $374,061 were for projects completed in a prior year and
no further billings were anticipated. Therefore, the billing variance should have
been recorded in the prior fiscal year and not in FY 12, thus overstating revenue
and accounts receivable in FY12.

o For 1 transaction totaling $30,298, an expenditure was recorded twice that
resulted in the unbilled amount and thus overstated revenue and accounts
receivable.
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Exhibit I (continued)
Fiscal Year 2012 Material Weakness

Because of the results of our audit work, management performed an analysis of the unbilled
accounts receivables and determined further adjustments were required. The adjustments
related to transactions recorded in FY12 and in prior years. [n summary, management
identified overstatements of $2.7 million related to FY12 transactions and $2.4 million
related to prior fiscal years. Management recorded all adjustments in the FY12 financial
statements.  The opening balance of unbilled accounts receivable was overstated by
approximately $2.4 million as a result of errors made in prior years. However, we
determined that the consolidated financial statements were not materially misstated as of
September 30, 2011 (12-NFR-18).

*  We selected and tested a sample of 35 accounts payable transactions and determined that the
accrued amount for 7 items differed from the actual amount by more than $200,000, resulting
in inaccurate accruals as of September 30, 2012, We determined that the Office of Finance
and Administration did not review the estimates or true them up once invoices were received
prior to making payments. Because of the results of our audit work, management performed
an analysis of the accrued expenses and determined further adjustments netting to $2.3
million overstatement were required. Management identified an overstatement of $5.8
million due to incorrect accrual estimates by the regional office personnel and an
understatement of $3.5 million because freight had been incorrectly excluded from the
accrual estimate. Management recorded all adjustments in the FY 12 financial statements (12-
NFR-15).

e The Government Printing Office (GPO) did not record contingent liabilities in accordance
with the Financial Accounting Standards Board Accounting Standards Codification (ASC)
No. 450, Loss Contingencies. ASC 450 requires that an estimated loss from a loss
contingency shall be accrued by a charge to income if the loss is both “probable” (the future
event or events are likely to occur) and can be reasonably estimated. However, only a
disclosure of the contingency shall be made if a loss does not meet the two conditions of
“probable” but are at least “reasonably possible™ (the chance of the future event or events
occurring is more than remote but less than likely). GPO erroneously accrued items that were
assessed as “reasonably possible,” which resulted in an over-accrual of $210,000 at
September 30, 2012 (12-NFR-14). GPO subsequently corrected this over accrual.

e During our inventory observation of management’s year-end inventory counts at GPO's
Central Warehouse, we noted that 4 of 25 selected items had been scrapped prior to the
inventory count but no entry had been made to remove them from the general ledger. In
addition, we identified two of five adjustments made by management were recorded
incorrectly, and we determined that GPO had improperly classified passport test items held at
an off-site location as inventory instead of a pre-paid expense. These errors resulted in an
adjustment of $919,214 recorded by management as of September 30, 2012 (12-NFR-08).

The Government Accountability Office’s (GAO) Standards for Internal Control in the Federal
Government requires the following:

e Control activities are the policies, procedures, techniques, and mechanisms that enforce
management’s directives, such as the process of adhering to requirements or budget
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Exhibit I (continued)
Fiscal Year 2012 Material Weakness
development and execution. They help ensure that actions are taken to address risks. Control

activities are an integral part of an entity’s planning, implementing, reviewing, and
accountability for stewardship of government resources and achieving effective results.

* Control activities occur at all levels and functions of the entity. They include a wide range of

diverse activities such as approvals, authorizations, verifications, reconciliations,
performance reviews, maintenance of security, and the creation and maintenance of related
records which provide evidence of execution of these activities as well as appropriate
documentation. Control activities may be applied in a computerized information system
environment or through manual processes.

e Transactions should be promptly recorded to maintain their relevance and value to
management in controlling operations and making decisions. This applies to the entire
process or life cycle of a transaction or event from the initiation and authorization through its
final classification in summary records. In addition, control activities help to ensure that all
transactions are completely and accurately recorded.

The conditions above were caused by deficiencies in internal controls over financial reporting
regarding timely and appropriate management review to ensure all information processed was
properly prepared, documented, and reviewed for accuracy and reasonableness. We also noted for
these deficiencies that GPO staff did not always possess sufficient, appropriate understanding of
the subsidiary ledgers or reports used in the reconciliations, including controls to ensure the
completeness and accuracy of subsidiary ledgers.

Recommendations:

We recommend that GPO strengthen its controls over the timely and accurate preparation and
review of reconciliations, journal entries, and other adjustments as follows:

1. Develop and implement policies and procedures to ensure that transactions recorded in
accounts are appropriate throughout the year.

2. Provide training to personnel to increase their understanding of the subsidiary ledgers and
reports used in the reconciliation process.

3. Require that reconciliation preparers ensure the completeness and accuracy of information
prior to performing the reconciliations.

4. Perform reviews of reconciliations in a timely manner and at a monetary precision level that
would detect and correct material errors.

Management Response:

Management concurs with these recommendations.
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Exhibit 11
Fiscal Year 2012 Significant Deficiency

Processing and Mainte ¢ of Human Resource and Payroll Information

We noted the following areas where the Government Printing Office (GPO) needs to improve its
internal controls over processing and maintenance of human resource and payroll information:

¢ GPO uses Web Time & Attendance (WebTA), a web-based time and attendance program
which employees use to enter and keep track of their hours worked and leave used. We
selected a sample of 80 balances to test and identified 19 sample items where the annual
leave balance recorded in WebTA did not agree to the annual leave balance reflected on the
employee’s Statement of Earnings and Leave (SE&L) prepared by the National Finance
Center (NFC), GPO’s payroll/personnel service provider. Management corrected the errors
once brought to their attention.

*  We selected a sample of 120 WebTA sheets to test and determined that 14 sample items were
certified by a person not included on the list of approved supervisors. Additionally, no
evidence was provided to verify that the individuals who certified the timesheets had been
delegated that authority by an approved supervisor or that the supervisor had reviewed the
timesheet in the following period for reasonableness.

* We selected a sample of 74 personnel files to test and identified 13 sample items with pay
plan discrepancies. For 12 of these sample items, the GPO payment plan description
reflected on the Standard Form (SF)-50, Notification of Personnel Action, did not agree to the
GPO payment plan reflected on the SE&L prepared by the NFC. 1In addition, for 4 sample
items (3 included the 12 sample items previously noted), the GPO payment plan description
reflected on the SF-50 did not agree to the GPO payment plan description reflected on the
SF-52. Request/or Personnel Action, maintained in the employee's personnel file. However,
we noted that in each of these instances the employee’s rate of pay reflected on the SF-50 and
SF-52 were in agreement with the amount processed by NFC for the pay period tested.

* In our testwork over the GPO’s Financial Accounting and Reporting Branch bi-weekly
payroll accuracy review, we selected and tested a sample of 20 employees. We identified 2
instances where the review was not performed at the designed level of precision.
Specifically, in | instance the control owner did not obtain supporting documentation for a
step-increase, and in the other instance the control owner did not investigate a difference.

e  We selected a sample of 74 employees and noted 1 instance where an employee was not paid
the correct amount because certain hours worked were not properly coded on the timesheet.

The Government Accountability Office’s (GAQ) Standards for Internal Control in the Federal
Government requires the following:

e Control activities are the policies, procedures, techniques, and mechanisms that enforce
management’s directives, such as the process of adhering to requirements or budget
development and execution. They help ensure that actions are taken to address risks. Control
activities are an integral part of an entity's planning, implementing, reviewing, and
accountability for stewardship of government resources and achieving effective results,
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