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GPO AND OFR INTRODUCE  
USER-FRIENDLY DATA TOOL  

 
WASHINGTON—The U.S. Government Printing Office (GPO) and the National Archives’ Office of the 
Federal Register (OFR) have taken another step in making Government information open and transparent for 
the American public.  The agencies have introduced an Application Programming Interface (API) for Federal 
Register.gov, enabling information technology developers to create new applications for regulatory information 
published in the Federal Register.  The API is an open data tool packaged in a light-weight, Web-friendly data 
transfer format that requires only a Web browser or client to begin development projects. This interface enables 
developers to tailor applications for sub-sets of agencies and particular documents, and to optimize resources for 
the mobile Web.  Many Open Government supporters have given the API positive reviews. 
 
“GPO and OFR have once again shown how to make Government information transparent and easily available 
for the public to use,” said Public Printer Bill Boarman. “This Application Programming Interface is another 
example of GPO’s commitment to permanent public access as the digital information platform for the Federal 
Government.” 
 
"We are excited to offer tools that will increase access and openness to all.  This Application Programming 
Interface embodies our ongoing commitment to Open Government," said Ray Mosley, Director of the Federal 
Register. 
 
The API is a continuation of improvements made to Federal Register 2.0 for the public since the site was 
launched in July 2010. The Federal Register is the official daily publication for rules, proposed rules, and 
notices of Federal agencies and organizations, as well as executive orders and other Presidential documents.  
 
With 2,200 employees, GPO is the Federal Government's primary resource for producing, procuring, 
cataloging, indexing, authenticating, disseminating, and preserving the official information products of the U.S. 
Government in digital and print formats.  GPO is responsible for the production and distribution of information 
products and services for all three branches of the Federal Government, including U.S. passports for the 
Department of State as well as the official publications of Congress, the White House, and other Federal 
agencies. In addition to publication sales, GPO provides for permanent public access to Federal Government 
information at no charge through GPO’s Federal Digital System (www.fdsys.gov) and through partnerships 
with approximately 1,220 libraries nationwide participating in the Federal Depository Library Program. For 
more information, please visit www.gpo.gov.  Follow GPO on Facebook http://www.facebook.com/USGPO 
Twitter http://twitter.com/USGPO and on YouTube http://www.youtube.com/user/gpoprinter. 
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