
 
 

 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: September 21, 2011                                                                                                      No. 11-54 

MEDIA CONTACT:   GARY SOMERSET   202.512.1957, 202.355.3997 cell   gsomerset@gpo.gov 

GPO ENHANCES SERVICES  
AVAILABLE TO CONGRESS 

WASHINGTON—The U.S. Government Printing Office (GPO) has created an online form on the agency’s 
Web site allowing congressional offices to update their printed publication needs:  
http://www.gpo.gov/gpo/search/beginPublication.action. 
 
By law and regulation, House and Senate offices and committees are provided by GPO with printed copies of 
the Congressional Record and the Congressional Record Index, and—on behalf of the Office of the Federal 
Register (OFR)—with copies of the Federal Register, the Federal Register Index, and the Code of Federal 
Regulations.  At the same time, GPO makes all of these publications available online on its Federal Digital 
System (www.fdsys.gov), a comprehensive, one-stop site to the official online versions of congressional and 
other Federal agency information products.  Since 1994, when GPO first began providing congressional 
information products in online digital formats, the number of printed copies of the Congressional Record that 
GPO has been required to produce overnight has declined from nearly 20,000 to about 3,200 today.   
 
In May 2011, GPO developed and conducted the first-ever online survey of congressional offices and 
committees on their need for printed Congressional Record and OFR publications.  The survey was advertised 
by Dear Colleague letters circulated in the House and the Senate. The survey elicited about a 50% response rate, 
with many--though not all--offices and committees requesting to reduce or opt out of their receipt of these 
publications.  The new online form allows congressional offices and committees to update their need for printed 
publications from GPO quickly and easily.  In addition, GPO is following up with offices and committees that 
did not respond to the survey or the new Web form to ensure the agency is providing only the number of printed 
information products that congressional offices need.  
 
“GPO's job is to ensure that congressional offices get the information products they need to carry out their 
work,” said Public Printer Bill Boarman. “For a hundred and fifty years GPO has been providing the 
information products Congress requires, and since 1994 we have made these products available in both digital 
and print formats.  The survey we have conducted and our new online form are giving us a clearer picture of the 
information product formats congressional offices need to do their jobs today and we are adjusting our output 
accordingly.” 
 
With 2,200 employees, GPO is the Federal Government's primary resource for producing, procuring, 
cataloging, indexing, authenticating, disseminating, and preserving the official information products of the U.S. 
Government in digital and print formats.  GPO is responsible for the production and distribution of information 
products and services for all three branches of the Federal Government, including U.S. passports for the 
Department of State as well as the official publications of Congress, the White House, and other Federal 
agencies. In addition to publication sales, GPO provides for permanent public access to Federal Government 
information at no charge through GPO’s Federal Digital System (www.fdsys.gov) and through partnerships 



 
 

 

with approximately 1,220 libraries nationwide participating in the Federal Depository Library Program. For 
more information, please visit www.gpo.gov.  Follow GPO on Facebook http://www.facebook.com/USGPO 
Twitter http://twitter.com/USGPO and on YouTube http://www.youtube.com/user/gpoprinter. 
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