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GPO CONGRATULATES MASSACHUSETTS 
LIBRARY ON 200 YEARS OF PROVIDING 

ACCESS TO GOVERNMENT INFORMATION 
 
WASHINGTON – The U.S. Government Printing Office (GPO) is honored to recognize The American 
Antiquarian Society on its bicentennial as a Federal depository library.  The society has the distinction of being 
the longest serving member of the program known today as GPO’s Federal Depository Library Program 
(FDLP), and is one of a handful of non-Government  libraries that are designated in specific legislation to 
receive Government information from GPO.  The Worcester, MA institution has been providing free, public 
access to our country’s official documents since authorized by Congress to do so on December 1, 1814.  It was 
on that day, when President James Madison signed the 7th Joint Congressional Resolution of the 3rd session of 
the 13th Congress, authorizing the Federal Government “for furnishing the American Antiquarian Society with 
a copy of the Journals of Congress and of the documents published under their order." 
 
The Society has participated in this long-standing service of collecting and providing access to Federal 
publications while the distribution of U.S. Government documents to libraries throughout the United States has 
evolved.  Responsibility for distributing Federal publications started first in the State Department, was 
transferred to the Interior Department in 1857, and then to GPO in 1895 with the formal establishment of 
what’s known today as the FDLP.   
  
“GPO congratulates the American Antiquarian Society on its rich history of providing Government 
information to the American people,” said Public Printer Davita Vance-Cooks.  “Even in this digital age, 
libraries continue to be the backbone in making sure the public has free access to documents produced by the 
Federal Government and it all started with this historic library in Worcester, Massachusetts.” 
 
“The American Antiquarian Society is the first historical society founded in this country to be national in the 
scope of its collecting. From our very first year in 1812 and up to the present time we have been preserving 
and sharing America’s story. We are honored to be entrusted with the printed record of our national 
government and we proudly include these items in our collections,” said AAS president, Ellen S. Dunlap. 
 
GPO is the Federal Government’s official, digital, secure resource for producing, procuring, cataloging, 
indexing, authenticating, disseminating, and preserving the official information products of the U.S. 
Government. GPO is responsible for the production and distribution of information products and services for 
all three branches of the Federal Government, including U.S. passports for the Department of State as well as 
the official publications of Congress, the White House, and other Federal agencies in digital and print formats. 
GPO provides for permanent public access to Federal Government information at no charge through our 
Federal Digital System (www.fdsys.gov) partnerships with approximately 1,200 libraries nationwide 
participating in the Federal Depository Library Program, and our secure online bookstore. For more 
information, please visit www.gpo.gov. 
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