NEWS RELEASE GPO

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: October 19, 2015 No. 15-21
MEDIA CONTACT: GARY SOMERSET 202.512.1957 | mb 202.355.3997 | gsomerset@qgpo.gov

GPO HONORS LOUISIANA
AND TEXAS LIBRARIES

WASHINGTON —The U.S. Government Publishing Office (GPO) recognizes three libraries in the Federal
Depository Library Program (FDLP) for their outstanding achievements and initiatives. The 2015 Libraries of
the Year have demonstrated leadership, innovation, and commitment to providing free public access to Federal
Government information.

Louisiana State University’s Middleton Library and Louisiana Tech University’s Prescott Memorial
Library, and their predecessor libraries, have been providing services to the residents of Louisiana since the
19th century. These regional FDLP libraries ensure Government documents are accessible and up-to-date for
their patrons. They helped work with Southern University in New Orleans to reopen its library almost a decade
after the destruction left behind by Hurricane Katrina. After Hurricanes Katrina and Rita, librarians recovered
and put back together Government collections at damaged depository libraries to give the public access to
Government information at all of the state’s 27 Federal depository libraries.

The University of North Texas Libraries offers access to more than six million print and digital materials and
innovative programs to its patrons. UNT has worked with GPO for more than two decades in leading the way
of digitizing Government documents and preserving online Government information before other libraries
began those efforts. GPO is a partner of the UNT Digital Library that allows the public to find Government
information digitally. GPO and UNT first partnered in 1997 for “The CyberCemetery,” which preserves and
provides access to publications and websites of defunct Government agencies and commissions.

“The Louisiana and Texas libraries receiving this honor serve as another example of the critical role libraries
play in helping GPO provide the public Government information,” said GPO Director Davita Vance-Cooks.
"These libraries are valuable partners to the FDLP and an incredible resource for the American people. GPO has
such a rich history with libraries that dates back to 1895 and they have proven to be the backbone of Keeping
America Informed.”

The Federal Depository Library Program (FDLP) provides the public with access to authentic, published
information from all three branches of the Federal Government in print and electronic formats through
partnerships with approximately 1,200 libraries nationwide. Depository libraries, located in almost every
congressional district, include public libraries, Federal agency libraries, law libraries, and college and university
libraries.

GPO is the Federal Government’s official, digital, secure resource for producing, procuring, cataloging,

indexing, authenticating, disseminating, and preserving the official information products of the U.S.
Government. The GPO is responsible for the production and distribution of information products and services

U.S. GOVERNMENT PUBLISHING OFFICE | KEEPING AMERICA INFORMED | OFFICIAL | DIGITAL | SECURE
732 North Capitol Street, NW, Washington, DC 20401-0001 | www.gpo.gov | www.fdsys.gov

Follow GPO on Facebook http://www.facebook.com/USGPO, Twitter http://twitter.com/USGPO, Pinterest http://pinterest.com/usgpo/,

and on YouTube http://www.youtube.com/user/gpoprinter.



http://www.fdsys.gov/
http://www.facebook.com/USGPO
http://twitter.com/USGPO
http://pinterest.com/usgpo/
http://www.youtube.com/user/gpoprinter
mailto:gsomerset@gpo.gov

NEWS RELEASE GPO

for all three branches of the Federal Government, including U.S. passports for the Department of State as well
as the official publications of Congress, the White House, and other Federal agencies in digital and print
formats. GPO provides for permanent public access to Federal Government information at no charge through
our Federal Digital System (www.fdsys.gov ), partnerships with approximately 1,200 libraries nationwide
participating in the Federal Depository Library Program, and our secure online bookstore. For more
information, please visit www.gpo.gov
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