NEWS RELEASE ele

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: December 9, 2015 No. 15-27
MEDIA CONTACT: GARY SOMERSET 202.512.1957 | mb 202.355.3997 | gsomerset@gpo.gov

GPO FIRST FEDERAL AGENCY TO JOIN
INITIATIVE TO ENHANCE ACCESS TO
HISTORICAL TECHNICAL REPORTS

WASHINGTON — The U.S. Government Publishing Office (GPO) is the first Federal agency to become a
member of The Technical Report Archive & Image Library (TRAIL). GPO and TRAIL have a shared goal of
advancing free public access to U.S. Government information and will now work together to ensure
discoverability, permanent public access and preservation of Government technical reports. TRAIL identifies,
acquires, catalogs, digitizes and provides unrestricted access to U.S. Government agency technical reports.
TRAIL currently consists of over three dozen member institutions, many of which are Federal depository
libraries, whose annual membership fees and volunteered staff time further the efforts of the project.

https://www.crl.edu/grn/trail/about-trail

As a member of TRAIL, GPO will offer expertise and guidance in cataloging and other areas. Through this
partnership, GPO will participate in the exchange of information about U.S. Government scientific and
technical reports and represent the interests of FDLP libraries.

Much of the focus of TRAIL is on materials from Federal executive agencies that were produced prior to 1976.
Examples of some of these reports include a U.S. Geological Survey earthquake report, Atomic Energy
Commission publications, and National Advisory Committee for Aeronautics reports.

“GPO’s participation in TRAIL will enable us to share valuable information with Federal depository libraries
and the public,” said GPO Director Davita Vance-Cooks. “GPO continues to use digital technologies and
relationships to provide options for the public to access historical and current Government information in
various formats.”

GPO is the Federal Government’s official, digital, secure resource for producing, procuring, cataloging,
indexing, authenticating, disseminating, and preserving the official information products of the U.S.
Government. GPO is responsible for the production and distribution of information products and services for
all three branches of the Federal Government, including U.S. passports for the Department of State as well as
the official publications of Congress, the White House, and other Federal agencies in digital and print formats.
GPO provides for permanent public access to Federal Government information at no charge through its Federal
Digital System (www.fdsys.gov), partnerships with approximately 1,200 libraries nationwide participating in
the Federal Depository Library Program, and its secure online bookstore. For more information, please visit
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Follow GPO on Facebook http://www.facebook.com/USGPO, Twitter http://twitter.com/USGPO, Pinterest http://pinterest.com/usgpo/,

and on YouTube http://www.youtube.com/user/gpoprinter.
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