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guiding principles of ‘‘ROLE’’—‘‘Responsive,’’
‘‘One Team,’’ ‘‘Leading,’’ and ‘‘Excellence’’—
which the LRAFB community and the local
community embody.
I congratulate the LRAFB leadership and
the members of the Community Council for
their dedication in creating and implementing
‘‘The Little Rock Difference’’ and for their ongoing efforts fostering strong and positive relations between the people of Arkansas and the
men and women who protect our country.
I am proud to be a part of such a fine group
of men and women dedicated to their nation
and to their community, and I congratulate
them on their success.
f
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Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to honor a historic landmark in
Jefferson County, Prospect Hill. Prospect Hill
served as the catalyst for freed-slaves to immigrate to a colony known as ‘‘Mississippi in
Africa’’. Prospect Hill represents a small, but
important part of American history. This landmark, rich in history, contributed extensively to
the dispersal of African Americans to Africa.
Prospect Hill was originally founded by Revolutionary War veteran, Issac Rose; in his will
he provided funds that would allow freedslaves to immigrate to the region of Liberia
known as ‘‘Mississippi in Africa’’. Although this
sparked turmoil in Jefferson County, this action eventually led to the successful immigration of free-slaves to Liberia in the 1830’s.
Prospect Hill has long served as a portion of
the past that reflects on the abundant history
of the South. Its memory recalls the presence
of hope and determination that was incessant
during the 19th century. As a prominent landmark, Prospect Hill conserves a crucial piece
of American history.
In 2011, Prospect Hill was included on Mississippi’s list of the Ten Most Endangered Historic Places. As a result, The Archaeological
Conservancy acquired Prospect Hill to conduct
research for educational purposes and preservation efforts. Today Prospect Hill continues to
undergo renovation by The Archaeological
Conservancy, in an attempt to restore an important element of American history.
Mr. Speaker, I ask our colleagues to join me
in recognizing Prospect Hill as an important
Historical Site in Jefferson County, Mississippi.

Mr. Speaker, Thompskins, Cobbs, and Martin will be honored by the Christian Community
Charity Workers (CCCW) Inc., on June 24 at
the Flame Banquet Center in New Bern, North
Carolina.
Mr. Speaker, recruiting for the ‘‘Montford
Marines’’ began on June 1, 1942, following
public pressure on President Franklin D. Roosevelt by Black leaders to issue Executive
Order 8802, which barred government agencies and federal contractors from employment
discrimination on the basis of race, creed,
color or national origin. The order also required all of the U.S. Armed Services, including the United States Marine Corps, to recruit
and enlist African Americans. Despite an era
thick with racial discrimination, Black recruits
lined up by the thousands to defend the freedoms of people abroad, while still being denied basic unalienable rights at home.
Among the inaugural class of Black
Montford Marines were Johnny Thompskins
and the late Joe Cobbs. Thompskins, a man
of small stature but enormous courage; and
Cobbs, who developed a strong work ethic
while working his family’s farmland, received
basic training at the segregated Camp
Montford Point in North Carolina because no
Black recruit was allowed to enter the main
base of nearby Camp Lejeune unless accompanied by a white Marine.
Nevertheless, these two men were unafraid
by the onslaught of World War II. They understood that victory in war was only achievable
with the talent of its Black citizens. As a result,
these men served their country with distinction, charted uncharted territory, and set the
bar for exemplary African American servicemen.
Mr. Speaker, on a similar note, at 94 years
old, Luke Martin, Jr. is widely known around
the state of North Carolina as one of a few living children of Civil War veterans. His father,
Luke Martin, Sr. was a slave in Hertford County when he bravely joined the Union Army to
fight for the freedoms of his loved ones.
Due to his father’s efforts to help gain civil
rights for Blacks, Martin Jr. was able to become a distinguished mason who has earned
enormous respect for building several structures across Craven County.
Today, Thompskins and Martin both reside
in New Bern. Cobbs also lived there until his
passing in May.
Mr. Speaker, I ask the entire U.S. House of
Representatives to join me in recognizing
these men, who will forever remain a cornerstone in American history.
f

HONORING MATTHEW LEVIN

f

HON. THEODORE E. DEUTCH

COMMENDING MONTFORD POINT
MARINES AND SON OF CIVIL
WAR VETERAN

HON. G.K. BUTTERFIELD
OF NORTH CAROLINA
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Mr. BUTTERFIELD. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to honor two American trailblazers from
North Carolina’s First Congressional District:
Montford Marine veterans Johnny Thompskins
and the recently deceased Joe Cobbs. I would
also like to recognize the son of a Civil War
veteran, Luke Martin, Jr.
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Mr. DEUTCH. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in
celebration of my friend Matthew Levin, the
Southeastern States Director of the American
Israel Public Affairs Committee (AIPAC). Matt
has shown outstanding leadership in the development and coordination of AIPAC’s political and grassroots objectives. It is an honor to
commemorate his years of dedicated service
in strengthening the United States’ relationship
with our great ally Israel.
A native of South Florida, Matt graduated
with a Bachelor of Arts in political science
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from the University of South Florida in Tampa.
He first joined the Washington, DC, office of
AIPAC in 1987, where he served as a Field
Organizer for pro-Israel communities throughout the United States. Matt traveled extensively throughout the Northeast, Midwest and
Southwest to speak about the importance of
the United States-Israel relationship and encourage citizen involvement in the American
political process. From this wealth of experience, Matt has gained an extensive background in politics and foreign policy.
Matt’s impact in the Jewish community of
South Florida and the United States extends
beyond his work with AIPAC. For six years,
Matt served in BBYO, one of the world’s leading Jewish organizations, where he demonstrated his passion for convening and connecting Jewish teenagers of all backgrounds,
while motivating them to make a difference in
the world. In 1981, Matt rose to become the
Gold Coast Council President of BBYO.
It is an honor to congratulate Matt, his wife
Danielle and their sons Jakob, Cooper and
Noah, as they celebrate Matt’s outstanding
work and leadership. Matt Levin has dedicated
25 years to strengthening the U.S.-Israel relationship, a commitment he and I both share. I
applaud his efforts and look forward to working with him to strengthen our community at
home and throughout the world in the years to
come.
f
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Mr. DICKS. Mr. Speaker. Today I am proud
to be introducing the Wild Olympics Wilderness & Wild and Scenic River Act of 2012,
which will provide critical protection of key forested areas and rivers in the State of Washington. This bill, a result of more than two
years of work by my staff and the staff of
Washington Senator PATTY MURRAY, is a consensus effort that adds critical protection for
sources of clean drinking water and preserves
critical salmon and steelhead habitat. It creates more than 126,000 acres of new wilderness on the Olympic National Forest and designates 19 new Wild and Scenic Rivers and
their tributaries in the National Forest, in
Olympic National Park and on Washington Department of Natural Resources land.
I am particularly proud that the final version
of this bill that is being introduced today has
evolved through a long consultative process
that included extensive local community input
from Tribes, conservation groups, timber communities, business leaders, shellfish growers,
farmers, local elected officials, hunters, anglers, mountain bikers, hikers, federal and
state land managers and the general public.
The result, in my judgment, is a common
sense solution that offers permanent protection to some of the most spectacular of the
Olympic Peninsula’s public lands—without
having a significant impact on timber jobs or
recreational access.
In our great state of Washington, Mr.
Speaker, we cherish the ability of our citizens
to have access to the natural beauty of our region, especially areas that remain pristine and
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undisturbed. Our challenge as leaders of a
growing population has been to assure that
the most sensitive of these areas are protected from development so that future generations—our kids and their kids—have the
same ability that we have had to see the magnificent vistas and enjoy the benefits of a
clean environment. The Wild Olympics Wilderness & Wild and Scenic River Act of 2012 represents an important incremental step in assuring the protection of additional roadless
areas in Washington, and I will be working
with my colleagues on the Natural Resources
Committee to urge timely consideration of this
legislation.
f
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Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to congratulate and applaud my friend
and talented singer Judy Denison for receiving
the Living Landmark Award.
The Living Landmark Award is presented by
the Golden Landmarks Association, a nonprofit organization whose focus is to preserve
historic places and educate people about the
wonderful history the City of Golden has to
offer.
Judy Denison relocated to Golden in 1988
because she loves the peaceful nature of
Golden and the small town feel. She was the
co-founder of Save the Mesas and an organizer for the Mesa Music Festival. Judy’s involvement in Citizens Involved in Northwest
Quadrant (CINQ) lead to the establishment of
the Golden Newsletter, which reaches out to
nearly 1,000 Golden citizens each week. The
newsletter discusses environmental and cultural news and its mission is to preserve the
clean mountain air and the ambiance of Golden.
Judy’s accomplishments are many. After a
medical mission to Belize, Judy set up the
Belize Education Project to send teachers to
Belize and provide books and scholarships to
underprivileged students. She is a member of
the Golden Rotary Club and meets with teenage girls in the community to discuss life and
ethics. Furthering her youth outreach, Judy organized the Golden Community Choirs, which
is now in its twelfth season.
Judy Denison is a true ‘‘Golden’’ citizen in
every sense of the word. She has been a
champion in the community and I am honored
to congratulate her on this well deserved recognition by the Golden Landmarks Association. Thank you for making our community a
proud place for all Coloradans.
f
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The House in Committee of the Whole
House on the state of the Union had under
consideration the bill (H.R. 4480) to provide
for the development of a plan to increase oil
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and gas exploration, development, and production under oil and gas leases of Federal
lands under the jurisdiction of the Secretary
of Agriculture, the Secretary of Energy, the
Secretary of the Interior, and the Secretary
of Defense in response to a drawdown of petroleum reserves from the Strategic Petroleum Reserve:

It is time we put Americans back to work,
and this legislation will go a long way to encourage economic growth, decrease our nation’s dependence on foreign sources of oil,
and reduce the costs on hard working Americans. I urge my colleagues to support this bill.

Mr. SENSENBRENNER. Mr. Chair, I rise
today in support of H.R. 4480, the Domestic
Energy and Jobs Act. This important legislation brings together multiple domestic energy
bills that seek to help jumpstart our economy,
spur job creation, and reduce energy costs on
families and small businesses.
Given our slow economic recovery and high
unemployment, we ought to do everything
within our powers to ease the burdens facing
Americans. Instead, this Administration continues to push policies that stifle job creation
and increase uncertainty. The failed policies of
the last three and a half years have only made
a bad situation worse. Why would we continue
to go down a path that makes it harder and
harder for American companies to compete in
a competitive global market? Energy costs are
a major factor for companies when they are
considering building a new facility or moving
operations overseas. Let’s make that decision
easy for them and work to keep energy costs
low so a U.S. presence is more attractive.
Today, we have an opportunity to pass legislation that will help stimulate the economy,
lower the costs on small businesses and put
a few extra dollars in the pockets of hard
working Americans. For too long, we have ignored the abundant resources here at home,
leaving us at the mercy of OPEC and other
unstable countries throughout the world. I
found it amusing that earlier this year when
gas prices rose to record levels, some of my
colleagues on the other side of the aisle,
these are the same individuals who are vehemently opposed to opening up production of
oil and gas here in the U.S., were encouraging
OPEC to increase oil production output. Why
would we encourage OPEC to increase production, while doing everything in our power to
severely limit production here at home?
Additionally, I am pleased that this legislation makes an attempt to reduce the abuse of
the Strategic Petroleum Reserve to score
short term political points by tying the release
of oil to opening up federal lands for oil and
gas production. Also, this legislation takes important steps to streamline the permitting process for all energy sources, increase transparency and accountability on EPA regulations, and provide for greater lease certainty.
It is important for everyone to understand
that currently only three percent of federal
land is leased for oil and gas development.
Given the instability in the Middle East, we
must make it a priority to explore and develop
our own natural resources. This doesn’t mean
that this has to come at the expense of our
environment. The U.S. Chamber of Commerce
has identified 351 energy projects that have
been stalled by ‘‘not in my backyard’’ suits,
regulatory red tape, and endless challenges
from environmentalists. What many may not
realize is that almost half of these projects
were for renewable energy projects. So this is
not just an obstacle the oil and gas industry is
facing. I am confident that we can find a way
to ensure the protection of our environment
while developing energy resources here at
home, and this legislation is a step forward to
make that possible.

RECOGNIZING ILIR ZHERKA
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Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
ask the House of Representatives to join me
in recognizing Ilir Zherka, Executive Director of
DC Vote, who has been the outstanding leader of District of Columbia residents in the fight
for equal citizenship rights in our country. Ilir
will celebrate his tenth anniversary as Executive Director of DC Vote on June 24, 2012. Ilir
has built DC Vote in membership and in the
use of a wide assortment of sophisticated tactics and approaches. Under Ilir’s leadership,
DC Vote has sustained itself for 10 years without interruption, thus ensuring the sustainability of a citizen’s movement here for the first
time in decades. Ilir has been the major tactician of the movement, skillfully using approaches as varied as polling, lobbying, and
civil disobedience.
Most recently, Ilir was the architect of unprecedented civil disobedience on the streets
in front of the Senate and the White House
last year, after Congress reimposed antihome-rule riders on the D.C. appropriations
bill, and after the District government barely
avoided being shut down because of a federal
budget fight in which the city was not involved.
Ilir’s own arrest was emblematic of the courageous leadership that he has given the movement.
Ilir’s earlier leadership in the fight of D.C.
residents for a full vote in the House brought
the city the closest to success in its history. Ilir
brought a wide variety of approaches to the
voting rights struggle with mounting success.
His valuable work behind the scenes in establishing contacts to help remove an amendment
that tied passage of the D.C. House Voting
Rights Act (DCVRA) to the elimination of the
city’s gun safety laws is not well known. Years
of diligent and systematic work brought passage of the DCVRA in the House and Senate,
only to be undercut by the dangerous gun
amendment. This disappointment after many
years of hard work would have caused many
to move on. However, on the heels of the setback for voting rights, Ilir immediately turned
to leading a new fight for D.C. budget autonomy and building an expanded national coalition to protect the District’s home rule from an
unprecedented series of attacks.
Ilir’s aggressive creativity in building DC
Vote has been matched by personal modesty,
rare in a leader of a movement. Most who
have worked with Ilir have been unaware that
he was brought to this country as a child in an
immigrant family from Montenegro, fleeing ethnic tension with Albanians. He rose from an
underprivileged childhood in the South Bronx
to attend college at Cornell University and law
school at the University of Virginia. Ilir’s work
for justice before and during his leadership of
DC Vote was chronicled in an April 2012 article in Washingtonian magazine, entitled ‘‘Taking It to the Street.’’ I ask for unanimous consent to place the article in the RECORD.
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