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the United States to act quickly. Rapid progress
is essential to the restoration of confidence in
the global economy and financial system so that
the global economy can emerge from recession
to recovery and to sustained growth.

Therefore, I would welcome your strong en-
dorsement of speedy congressional action on
these important initiatives and your agreement
that a reformed and expanded NAB as part of a
stronger and more responsive IMF is essential
to reestablishing the well-being of the global

economy and financial system and, consequent-
ly, our own economic recovery. 

Sincerely,

BARACK OBAMA

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to Speaker of
the House of Representatives Nancy Pelosi;
House Minority Leader John A. Boehner; Sen-
ate Majority Leader Harry Reid; and Senate
Minority Leader Addison M. “Mitch” McCon-
nell. This letter was released by the Office of
the Press Secretary on April 20.

Remarks Following a Meeting With Cabinet Members and an Exchange With
Reporters
April 20, 2009

The President. Hello, guys. Good to see you.
Well, I just had my first official Cabinet meet-
ing. We have one future Cabinet member miss-
ing, but everybody else is present and account-
ed for. 

I delivered a few messages. Number one, I
am extraordinarily proud of the talent, the di-
versity, and the work ethic of this team in an un-
precedented situation where we had to hit the
ground running and get enormous amount
done in the first 3 months. Everybody here has
performed, I think, at the highest levels. And
I’m extraordinarily proud of the quality of this
Cabinet.

Number two, I emphasized to this Cabinet
that we have had to take some extraordinary
steps in order to shore up our financial system
and to deal with an unprecedented economic
crisis. And as a consequence, we’ve had to
spend a significant amount of money, both on
the Recovery Act to create and save jobs and to
lay the foundations for long-term sustainable
economic growth, also, in order to make sure
that the financial systems are strong enough to
start lending to businesses and communities so
that we can start creating jobs again. That was
the right thing to do, and the necessary thing to
do.

However, moving forward, we have an obli-
gation, as I talked about in my weekly radio ad-
dress—or Internet address now—to make sure
that this Government is as efficient as possible,

and that every taxpayer dollar that is spent is be-
ing spent wisely. Joe Bidenis doing an outstand-
ing job working with all the Cabinet members
to make sure that the Recovery Act is moving
out in—with unprecedented transparency and
effectiveness, and I’m very grateful to him and
his team for the work that’s being done there.

Many of the agencies have already taken
some extraordinary steps to consolidate,
streamline, and improve their practices. Just a
couple of examples: Veterans Affairs has can-
celed or delayed 26 conferences, saving nearly
$17.8 million, and they’re using less expensive
alternatives like videoconferencing. The USDA,
under Secretary Vilsack, is working to combine
a hundred and—1,500 employees from seven
office locations into a single facility in 2011,
which we estimate will save $62 million over a
15-year lease term. Janet Napolitano, at the De-
partment of Homeland Security, estimates that
they can save up to $52 million over 5 years just
by purchasing office supplies in bulk.

So there are a host of efficiencies that can be
gained without increasing our personnel or our
budget, but rather decreasing the amount of
money that’s spent on unnecessary things in or-
der to fund some of the critical initiatives that
we’ve all talked about. Obviously, Bob Gates
just came out with a historic budget proposal
with respect to the Pentagon, and we expect to
follow up with significant procurement reform
that’s going to make an enormous difference.
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So none of these savings by themselves are
going to solve our long-term fiscal problems,
but taken together they can make a difference,
and they send a signal that we are serious
about changing how government operates.

So one of the things that—messages that I
delivered today to all members of the Cabinet
was: As well as you’ve already done, you’re go-
ing to have to do more. I’m asking for all of
them to identify at least $100 million in addi-
tional cuts to their administrative budgets,
separate and apart from the work that Peter
Orszag and the rest of our team are doing to
go line by line with the budget and identify
programmatic cuts that need to be made. 

And in the next few weeks, we expect to cut
at least 100 current programs in the Federal
budget so that we can free up those dollars in
order to put them to use for critical areas like
health care, education, energy, our foreign
policy apparatus, which is so important.

So I’m very pleased about the work that
we’ve done. But we’ve got more to do. And
one of the things that everybody here is mind-
ful of is that as we move forward dealing with
this extraordinary economic crisis, we also
have a deficit, a confidence gap when it comes
to the American people. And we’ve got to earn
their trust. They’ve got to feel confident that
their dollars are being spent wisely. And I have

every confidence that the team that I’ve put
together is going to be able to deliver on that
efficiency and productivity in the weeks,
months, and years to come. 

Okay. Thank you, everybody. Thank you.

Federal Budget 

Q. A hundred million dollars, isn’t that a
drop in the bucket, sir?

The President. It is, and that’s what I just
said. None of these things alone are going to
make a difference. But cumulatively, they
make an extraordinary difference because they
start setting a tone. And so what we’re going to
do is line by line, page by page, $100 million
there, $100 million here, pretty soon, even in
Washington, it adds up to real money.

All right, thank you, guys.

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:18 p.m. in the
Cabinet Room at the White House. In his re-
marks, he referred to Secretary-designate of
Health and Human Services Kathleen Sebel-
ius; Secretary of Agriculture Thomas J. Vil-
sack; Secretary of Homeland Security Janet A.
Napolitano; and Peter R. Orszag, Director,
Office of Management and Budget. A portion
of these remarks could not be verified because
the audio was incomplete. 

Remarks at the Central Intelligence Agency in Langley, Virginia
April 20, 2009

Well, thank you for the extraordinary wel-
come, and thanks for those of you who pre-
pared, from the CIA gift shop the T-shirts, the
caps, the water bottles. [Laughter] Michelle
and the girls will appreciate that very much.
[Laughter]

It is a great honor to be here with the men
and women of the CIA. I’ve been eager to
come out here to Langley for some time so I
can deliver a simple message to you in person
on behalf of the American people: Thank you.
Thank you for all the work that you do to pro-
tect the American people and the freedom
that we all cherish.

The CIA is fundamental to America’s na-
tional security. And I want you to know that

that’s why I nominated such an outstanding
public servant and close friend, Leon Panetta,
to lead the Agency. He is one of our Nation’s
finest public servants, he has my complete
confidence, and he is a strong voice in my na-
tional security team, as well as a strong advo-
cate for the men and women of the CIA.

I also benefit from the counsel of several
Agency veterans, chief among them, Steve
Kappes, who has stayed on to serve as Leon’s
Deputy, and he’s done outstanding work. I
have to add, just as an aside by the way, I just
met with a smaller group of about 50 so we
could have a dialog, and all of you look really
young. [Laughter] And so to have a gray-
beard—literally and figuratively—like Steve
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